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To THE 


READER. 


READER, 


PS it i not my deſign to endeavour the 
SD abuſe of your candor or credulity, by 
SN beg ſo abſurd and uncivil as to 
ſtrive to impoſe on youu a perſwaſton 
that the enſuing Sermon comes mito 
| the World onely to gratifie them 
whoſe importunate requeſts would not admit of a denial ; 
or onely to teſtifie my obedience to the forcible commands 
of them, whoſe Authority might exa#t as much as Honeſty 
could grant ; or to prevent ſome ſurreptitious and falſe 
Edition, (let thoſe who have theſe or the like occaſions to 
excuſe and patronize their appearing in Print, make the 
beſt uſe of them they can ) for as I have none of theſe to 
Apologize for me, ſo 1 will not be ſo moroſe and humour- 
ſome as to expoſe 1t to a publick view, without giving an 
hint of what did induce, or rather force me to this publi- 
ration. | 
When the intreaties of (ome perſons had extorted from 
ne a promiſe to preach m the place, and at the time the 
| A? Title- 


Tothe READER- 
Title-page doth inform you, I did reſolve to make uſe of 
the Sermon I had preached laſt among them, to whom 1 
am more eſpecially related in Dorſerſhire. Aud thus I' 
thought T had no more to do, then to mention to thoſe who 
ſhould aſſemble there, what T had lately delivered to others 
in another place. But it ſeems the Sermon, or elſe ſome 
paſſages in the Sermon which take notice of the V ices of 
the Times, were ſo ill reſented: on one hand, or ſo miſre- 
preſented on the other hand, or both, that it was not long 
before I met with a ſevere check and reproof for my pains, 
before ſome company , in a publick place , and from 
Wozſhipful Juſtice of t cace. He |; 
was one who neither did live m the Pariſh, nor had beard 
the Sermon, but as it was related by one or two ' very in- ( 
conſiderable and impertinent perſons. I thought that perſon t 
of quality had been ſo ingenuous that he would have been 1 
ſatisfied when he perceived I did difown the expreſſions 4 
with which T was charged, becauſe 1 never uſed them, t 
(though the expreſsions I think were warrantable enough) 
when 1 offered my Sermon to his peruſal, and freely pro: t 
miſed to acknowledge my miſtake or error in the ſame tr 
Church, would he prove any expreſ$ion unfit to be uſed m 
in the Pulpit. This ſeemed to appeaſe his fury for thi b 
preſent ; a fair Copy he muſt have, which was in a ſhor( 
time prepared for hym. Nothing was objefted againſt i pe 
(as Icould hear) till ſuch time as it ſeems he was reſolve! » 
to quar rel whether be had cauſe for it or not. th 
After that T bad ſome intentions to print the Sermon 4 
becauſe the report was ſpread abroad that it could nd ne 


h 


| 
| 
| 


Tothe READER. 
be maintained ; I did reſolve to forbear, till greater mci- 
vility did force me to let the World underſtand how un- 
reaſonably I was abuſed. One would think a Gentleman 

2ould ſeorn to be uncivil ; but there are ſome that pretend 
to Gentility , who do ſtrangely beſmear themſelves with 
very ungentile atts. If it were true that words are 
but wind, yet every one that hath experienced the latter 
clauſe of the Proverb,can certifie that blows prove un- 
kind. 

The Prophet Haiah informs us, that there were ſome 
who made a man an offender for a word, but now there ts 
ſuch a complexion, that a man ſhall be made an offender, 
and puniſhed as ſuch, for the words be never ſþake. Did 
Gentility and Juſticeſhip direft to, and warrant ſuch 
things, the mgenious (1 ſuppoſe) would deem it a privi- 
ledge to be exempted from both. Thoſe who are honeſt 
and ſober could not but wiſh they might be delivered from 
the cruel paws of them who were thus obliged, T do not 
in the leaſt queſtion but that both the forementioned par- 
ticulars do diftate more rational procedures. And I ve- 
rily believethat he u unfit to be eſteemed either Gentle- 
man or Juſtice, or elſe he atts as neither , who meaſures 
his Juſtice by the Will of his Miſtreſs, and takes an ac- 
count of his Gentility by the coſtly Paint, and the Ex- 
penſive Attire of bis Where. So unhappily are ſome 
worſhipful Titles diſpenced, that ſome men will claim: 
them, who have little to deſerve them, but the Pifture of 
an Anceſtor, and alittle more then the name of an Eſtate, 
neither merited, nor purchaſed by themſelves ; or the no- 
Porious 
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Tothe READER. 


| 

tori0us expence of ſome Orphans Portion to amend the | 
deformed face of a wanton Minion. ; 

Had I diſcourſed on ſome diſputable and controverſial | 
Point, Icould not have thought it ſtrange to have met | | 
with ſome oppoſition ; T might with reaſon have expefted | 
that ſome one or other would have been diſpleaſed with | . 
me, becauſe I had not been of his perſuaſion. But when 
I onely treated on a ſubje&t which did tend to enforce the | / 
obſervance of thoſe Rules, which direft us to live better t 
then thoſe who neither own a Saviour, nor think them- t 
ſelves obliged to lay any reſtraint on their vicious mcli- 3 

nations, 1did not conjetture I ſhould meet with any one 
profeſing Chriſtianity, who would quarrel with a Clergy- | Þ 
man becauſe he ſpake againſt Vice and would not applaud 0 
Debauchery. 7 
It has long ſince been obſerved that he who follows 
Truth too near the heels, had need take care leſt his teeth pl 
be daſhed out. T am ſure that now-a-days, he that ſpeaks | © 
againſt Vice has reaſon to think be ſcapes very well, if on 
ſome He&oring and Majeſtick Sir, does not on a falſe N 
information labour to box þ1s ears for his pains, eſpecially to 
if he will not father every abſurd and ſpurious ſentence or no 
word, ſuch an ones or bis Informers malice dare adven- wl 
ture to charge him with. th, 
Pſal. 55.211 The Pſalmiſt hath deciphered an untoward perſon, P1 
the words of whoſe mouth were ſmoother then 

Butter, but war was in his heart, whoſe words the 
were ſofter then Oyl,yet were they drawn ſwords. | an 
Too many there are now Who ſeem to be reſolved that the the 


pre- 


| Tothe READER. 
| preſent Age ſhall not be exempted from- the like Mon- 


ers. 
|' Tn the Primitive Times none were to be acknowledged 
t | Chriſtians, but thoſe who lived ſuitably to the Profeſsion 4d Diag. 
1 | they made. And Juſtin Martyr informs us that the 
h | Heathens who perſecuted and hated the Chriſtians, could 
z notrender any reaſon why they did ſo. Andnow it ſeems 
e | fome who profeſs they are Chriſtians, will aft like Hea- 
r  thens under that colour , towards thoſe that will not own 
j- | that Chriſtianity allows men to be as bad as the Heathens 
;- were, or they can deſire to be. 
e Theſe are thoſe Gentile Creatures who admire none 
j- | but perſons of very mean and baſe extraFions , Perſons 
id of no mprovement , and as little reaſon : who intimate 
their carriages and reſpeFs that they eſteem none per- 
ps ſons of worth , but ſuch as at their beſt are onely accom- 
th pliſhed torub the heels of a Horſe, who dare ſwear for a 
ks Glaſs of Wine that their Patrons are the greateſt Saints 
if on Earth, becauſe their Devotions do all center at their 
lſe Miſs. Theſe ſurely are they who think it below them 
ily to be honeſt , who conclude every one a Clown that will 
or | not drink the health of a Drab, and a ridiculous perſon 
n- who muſt make a pauſe before he proclaims to the World 
that he 15-a ſlave to one whoſe vileneſs may render her a 
m, Prodigie in Nature. | 
en Prophane and debauched perſons cannot endure that 


ds their ſins ſhould be ſþoken againſt ; whoever ſpeaks but 
ds. | an ordinary truth , muſt be thought one that diſreſpects 
the their perſons. "They are much of Ahabs mind , they 1 King. 22.8: 


Jace. 


i , a $4.5 Lat nd 
- 


py 


"Tothe READER: 
hate them, for they do not ſpeak good unto them, 
bur evil. None are fit to ſpeak before theſe Worthits, 
but thoſe who will few. a Pillow under their Arm-boles , 
and daub with untempered Morter. They are well ac- 
quamted-with- Zedekiah's carriage, he that ſpeaks not | | 
to plenſe:them, ſhall be ſmote on the cheek by them. Theſe | | 
men by their a&tions ſeem defirons to perſuade us to belueve | | 
the Tranſmigration of ſouls ; and that as to their own | 1 
parts, they are Tygers and Goats inipired with their Pa-. 
rents breath. Theſe are they who carry their "Reaſon 
in theig Scabbards, and have their Arguments at their | 
fingers ends : who have made a foot-ball of their Reli- 
$10n and Honeſty , and given their Strumpets leave to | ' 
[purn it to the (onfines of Forgetfulneſs : who drink 
as though they were reſolved to make their (ouls ſops for 
the Devil : who live as though it were an Article of their | 
Creed, to believe that there is greater happineſs in the 
Embraces-of a Courtezan, then in the enjoyment of 
God Almighty : who talk as though they thought it theur | 
greateſt Rhetorick to rail at the Miſtry. Their [peech| 
does pleafe them beſt, when they tell, their Compa-; 
nions, they hate the Cloth becauſe the Clergy does wear it ; 
who can lausb till their ſides ake , when they or their: 
Paraſites ftrain to mention them with a term of diſgrace. 
Theſe .are ſurely our Pert ones , who think they are 
Gentlemen-, becauſe they can look big, walk with ſtate, 
wear a Dagger by their ſides, drink profoundly, and love 
a Wench better then their Wives. From theſe and t 
like we may" well pray, Good Lord deliver us, 


— = 


A 


Pr "Tote Rezpumn, 


T appeal to all the intellygent perſons wha heard me 
cd Sherker the A oe be not a punFtual 
account of what waz ſpoken m the Pulpit. 

I'wiſh no worſe to all who are poſed to quarrel at 
the Sermon , or with its Compoſer , then that they may 
know themſelves, love, honour, and ſerve their Maker ; 
let Reaſon have its due, value their ſouls aright , þ1 ofeſs 
more, and live better. 


And now Reader, no more is requeſted, but that you 


2 | will read without prejudice and judge as you ſhall find 


| cauſe, by bim who 14 


Yours to ſerve you 


SaMN. Bolpe. 


| 


| IPEr, 1.15. | 

| Bit as he which hath called you is bohy, 

: ſo be ye holy in all manner of ( onver- 
ſation. wh 


M E may eaſily conje@ure that matters 
of extraordinary importance , will 
oblige us to an inquiry after the moſt 
expedient methods, in order to -our 
ſecuring our own 1ntereſts in them. 
And there being nothing that in rea- 
ſon ſhould have an influence equally 
| | effectual on mans affections, with that 
ſalvation which the preceding part of this Chapter re- 
preſents, both as noble for its Author, eminent for its 


Nature, and very v_ on the account of its tranſcen- 


4dent and wonderful Diſcovery. . Our Apoſtle thinks it 


$fit to prevent Enquiries, by an immediate diſcovery of 
hat will infallibly lead to the fruition of 1t. 
In the Text you have an account of that deportment 
hich doth belt become Chriſtrans, doth moſt fuir with 
their Profeſſion , and will moſt conduce to the (alva- 
hon of their Souls. | 
| There is firſta Duty enjoyned. Beye holy. 
Then the extent of that Duty. In all manner of con- 
verſation. | 
And laſtly, the Reaſon (as ſome conceive) to enforce 
the performance. Becanſe he which hath called yoi 
is holy.” | | 
| B 2 Bue 


a thet EL: 
[2] 
Bur (as I conjefture) the degree of holineſs we ſhor 
aim qe much as we be, ereronble the holineks. © 
him which hath called us. | 
It concerns the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity to demean 
themſelves ſuitably to that Profeſhon they make, or tof - 
what they be called, There ought to be a great diffe 
rence betwixt the behaviours of men when they come} + 
to-know and own the Dodrines of the Goſpel, and what} | 
they were whileſt; they faſhioned themſelves according} | 
to thoſe luſts which domineer'd in their ignorance, as the} 1 
Apoſtle ſpeaks in the 14. Verſe of this Chapter ob 
When I have diſcourſed of the Import of a perſoris be-| « 
ing holy, and have mentioned the obligations which do} | 
mare eſpecially enforce a holy converſation on the Pro: 
feffors of Chriſtianity , I will proceed to enquire into the 
Extent of the Duty ; that being the ſecond particular the 
Text doth afford. I 
I will neither tronble you nor my ſelf with a particular 
enumeration of thoſe various and fond notions, whict 
men of difterent perſwaſions have broached , when they 
| have undertaken to certifie the World of the true m 
ing of a. perſons being holy. Some of them either hay 
framed very odd conceits, or elſe they have ſeemed t 


| pleaſe themſelves with what they have judged a Sandtij fe 
l | monious | aqua in their diſcoveries. Tleave theſe canting Þ 
| and wordy perſons to ruminate on their own language « 

ft hoping that time witl make them out of love with ſu | 


unintelligible Gibberiſh. 
A Fa being holy (if I miſtake not) doth note hj m 
peculiar demeanour, which diſtinguiſheth him from me fl 
of looſer principles, and which explains to others his re: 
dineſs to {trive after a greater exalineſ in his conformit} m: 
to Gods will. In the 20. of Levitic#s and the 24. very th 
we have God.himſelfgiving us the deſcription of a hol} bl 
people by their ſeparation. I am the Lord your Gd th 
which have ſeparated you from other people, and ye ſhall} re 


refined a ſpirit. 


[3] 
holy unto me , for I the Lord am holy, and bave ſtvered you 
ftom other people that ye ſhould be mine. The learned Mede 
rells us, that Holineſs conſiſts in diſcretion, and diſtinction 
from other things by way of cxaltation, and prchemi- 
NENCC. ] 

Thoſe who can jollily take the liberty to be debauch- 
ed, do (indeed) difference themſelves from men of ano- 
ther ſtrain; but this diſtinftion 1s not any mark of their 
holineſs, though holineſs do neceſiarily require a diſcri- 
mination. For that appropriatedneſs in a mans demea- 
nour which doth betoken his Piety, 1s ſuch as doth be- 
come remarkable on the account of-1ts eminency or con- 
formity to rule. 

For any one to be holy, is as much as to refign himſelf 
to an endeavour, as muchas may be, to reſemble Gods 

rfe&tions. This cannot but expreſs it ſelf chiefly by 
aying a reſtraint on all the extravagant propenlities he 


| ſhall diſcern in himſelf, by denying admittanceto the ſug- 


geſtions of Satan, by not allowing any.temptations to 


j maſter him, and by — and inciting him to Reli- 
e 


ous duties, Spiritual exerciſes, Righteous dealings, and 
emperate uſages, 

I would not be miſtaken by any whenl deſcribe a per- 

ſons holineſs by his demeanour, as though I meant that 


holineſs did conſiſt meerly in ſome outward aQts, for it 


8 doth principally confiſt in the frame of the heart, and the 
| inward temper of the perſon. 


To prevent that idle and eafie excule menare apt to 


4 make for their miſcarriages, v7z. that their hearts are as 


ood as the beſt, though (it may be) their actions and 
es are very little better then thoſe of the worſt. It 
may be requiſite to delineate holineſs in its peculiar , 


though outward dreſs. There cannot be a commenda- 


ble temper in the perſon, but it will expreſs it ſelf by 
thoſe worthy acts which be the genuine oft-ſprings of {0 


It 


[4] 

It will appear , ER. | 

2. That Holineſs or a godly converſation is variouſly 
enforced on all who profeſs Chriſtianity, if you obſerve 
its agreement with the divine nature. The advantages 
which Chriſtians have above others in order to their 
ing holy ; the import of their Profeſhon; and the more 
remarkable deſtructiveneſs of impiety to ſuch preten- 
ders. 

1. Its agreement with the Divine Nature. No Argu- h 
ment was{trong enough to perſwade our firſt Parents in 
their mnocency to offend, but that which came masked 
with a pretence to make them more eminent reſemblers 
ofa Deity. Ifa devilliſh Impoſture did at firſt ruine us, 
when conveighed under a godly: Vizard, what ſhould | 
hinder but that the truth of what was then onely preten- |. 
ded, ſhould make us vigorous in the purſuit of our reco-, 4 
very by the ſame means? It would be the beſt uſe we 
could make of Satans treachery to worſt him and fave | 
our ſelves by the right management of his own weapon, In 
Could we argue our ſelves into holineſs by reaſon of its 'P* 
tendency to promote Gods Image in our ſouls, we ſhould {et 
greatly improve our ſelves, we ſhould baflle Satan at his bei 
own Topick. When malice and envy had wracked the") 
R__ intelles of the fallen Spirits to make choice 


of the molt plauſible motive, with which they might pre- 
vail with mans unerring nature to diſobey; this being "__ 
pitched on, was deemed without doubt, the moſt pro-! \ 


bable to effect the deſign. Innocency not ſuſpecting the 
faireſt offers, might be entrappzd moſt eafily with a dif 
guiſe; but when falſhood 5.00 not lye 1n the bottom, 
only Truth appears in its own garb (one would think) 
it ſhould then be molt attractive. 

Thoſe diſcoveries which our ſhallow capacities do ad-þ © 
mit of a Deity, certifie that holineſs is moſt explicative 
of it. If the moſt rude and barbarous explain the apprez,; 
henſions they have of a God, their account will be, that as 
he 


h 


[5] 


he is holy. Thoſe who can own any thing at randome 
for their God, will notwithſtanding, aſcribe to him an in- 
communicable -nomqaus , and a tranſcendent ſanctity, 
And men ofall forts and perſwaſions can ſtrive to over- 
vote one another with the moſt ſounding acknowledg- 
ments that God is holy. 

That man muſt be more then ignorant, who has 
converſed with the Scripture, and will not own that God 
has placed his Image in holineſs 3 and that the only way 
by which we can attain to reſemble his —_— 15 to 
aq | Þe renewed in holineſs and righteouſneſs. Whether this 
do not oblige them who profeſs Chriſtianity to be holy, 
F will rcſign to your free and ingenuous determina- 

tion, 
- | 2. Theadvantages which Chriſtians have above othgrs | 
(in order to their being holy. The increaſe of helps doth: 
add much to the obligation to performance. He thart lies 
ve under an equal obligation with others to any concern, 

n, may with reaſon conclude, that it is his duty as well as his 
__ intereſt to improve more propitious opportunities in or- 
14 der to his acquitting himſelf commendably in them. 
. | Therecan be no diſpute about the certainty of mens 
ing engaged in general, to abſtain from groſs enormi- 
ties, yea from whatever 1s any way diſplealing to their 
d, and injurious to their ſouls, unleſs ſuch an one ſhould 
no iterpoſe, whoſe improvement in vice, were enough to , 
5 make Impudence it ſelf bluſh. 
hel, Who, or where is the man who dares deny the obliga- 
IC ton to be as univerſal as mankind, to withhold our hands 
\m From robbing our neighbours, [laying our friends, and 
ik) urdering our parents? Who doubts of all mens bein 
liged to abſtain from. Whoredom, Drunkennefs, an 
14.Juch miſcarriages? No man will _ matters atten- 
"i with ſuch notable evidence , unleſs it be one whole 
re.a<cultomary concernednels in Vice, hos either benighted 
harÞ"'s underſtanding, or clſc perſwaded him to believe = 
hl Is 


he 
ce 
TG 


[6] " 
his honour does require him to vindicate what he has} | 
done, though he would have condemned it 1n another} | 
for a miſdemeanour , had not his own example made it} 
authentick. 1 

If all men in general are obliged to a careful and ob- 
ſervant demeanour, without doubt the Profeſſors off « 
Chriſtianity are much more obliged. b 

They have the advantage aboveothers to know more} x 
diſtir&'y what things are obliging, and what arenot. h 

They have more perſwading Arguments to enforce 
on themſelves, 

They have greater aſſurance of aſſiſtance and relief. ! », 

They have a more full and certain rule for the gui-! tl 
dance of their lives by. W 

nd they have their own voluntary obligations, the! m 
reſult of their profeſſion, which bind them to a more 
worthy deportment then other perſons. '< 

- The Import of their Profeſſion. The very Pro- pf 
feſlion of Chriſtianity doth oblige men to renounce eve-/ th 
ry (in, and to lead a holy life. 

Whoever he be, that either calls himſelf, or allows dc 
others to term him a Chriſtian, and ſtrives not to abſtain! & 
from every fin, and to behave himſelf in his ſeveral affairs m 
and concerns, godly, righteouſly, and ſoberly, is as great lu; 
an offender (T think) as he who makes it his buſineſs to di; 
poyſon the Air he breaths in with the moſt open and hors tic 
rid blaſphemies, or with the moſt prodigious execratio 
and makes no Religious pretences. 


That you may not think me over-1mpudent in b 
ging the Queſtion, I will briefly give you an account of an 
what the profeſſion of Chriſtiamty doth mean , from {] 
whence you may with eaſe conclude, that that Profeſliof pa 
doth indiſpenſably oblige to a holy lite. | 
The Profeſſion of Chriſtianity doth note the reſignd an 
tion of our ſelves to» be commanded by Chriſt, and to bf $a 


imitators of Chriſt. By having his name called on 


[72] 


wecettifie the World that we own his commands to be 
bligi We profeſs we will ſubſcribe to the Dodrine 
ofthe Golpel, and that we will anſwer the deſign of our 
} Saviours life, ſufferings, and death. 
»-} Thegreatduty he enjoyns us, is to take care that both _ 
>f} our ſouls and our bodies may be preſerved pure, and un- *<**** 
blameable ; and that we cleanſe our ſelves from all filthi- 
re} neſsboth of fleſh and ſpirit, yea that we (trive to perfect 
holineſs in the fear of God. 
ce} The Dodtrine of the Goſpel, take it which way you 
| will, doth onely teach us this Leflon, v2. To be holy in all 
| manner of Converſation. And whoever does ſubſcribe to 
ut-! that, is concerned tq be as good as his word, or elſe it 
will be time for him to quit the name of an honeſt 
he! man. 
Dre; Theencouragements which are laid down in the Go- 
'\ſpel, aim at the more effectual incitement of us to the 
ro-| diſcharge of this duty. The diflwaſives do all center at 
ve-| the very ſame point. 
ThePrefidents and Examples of one kind or of another, 
»ws do delign the more eminent advancement of. our pra- 
tain| ice, by an exemplary warning of us to eſchew thoſe 
airs miſcarriages that our own propenſities, or external al- 
reat Jurements might hazard our {Jiding into 3 and by a happy 
{s to direCting us to detain our ſelves and our ſeveral excr- 
hors tions, within the Confines of morality and Chriſtianity. 
10n} What you would have for a more clear diſcovery of 
this I know not, unleſs you would exact the Expoſtu- 
beg) lations and the Sighs of a compaſſionate Saviour , when 
nt of any perſons do appear refractory. And whoever con- 
fron} ſults the Goſpel, will find a plenary fatisfaGtion as to this 
ffiof particular. 

St. Paulin the ſecond Chapter of his Epiſtle to Tits, 
ignq and the 14. Verſe, doth affure us that the deſign of our 
to If Saviours life, ſufferings, and death, was to deſtroy our 
corruptions, and to purifie us to himelf a peculiar people, zea- 
lows of good works. 


[{a. 1. 23, 


Luke 12.46. 


[8] 
If we acknowledge and own theſe things, we are 
concerned to walk circumſpetly and to becareful that 
the tenor of our lives may bear a correſpondency 
with the Import of our Profeflion. How can we be} 
debauched under the Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith,} | 
but we muſt confirm that aſperſion which intitled our 
Saviour a Wine-biber, or a Drunkard? Canwebeproud! , 
or cruel, paſſionate or revengeful, and yet imagine that? 1 
we believe the Goſpel, and that we follow the ſpotleſs! : 
example of our Saviour? Chriſtanity doth oblige us! a 
to the conſtant amendment of our hves according to the 
directions of the Goſpel, and the faultleſs pattern of the! u 
Holy Jeſus. 'P 
4. The more remarkable deſtructivenelſs of Impiety! tt 
toſuch pretenders. Impicty (can befriend no man, but{ oj 
it will be moſt diſpleaſing m its conſequentes to them! ui 
who pretend beſt. God willcall the Heavens to attend, w 
the Earth muſt hear when Tjrael will not know, when/m: 
his people willnot conſider. lo 
When a difference in circumſtances doth augment|{p 
the ſin, Juſtice cannot admit of an equahty m the pusfay 
niſhment. He who diſobeys wiltully muſt have manylſy] 
{tripes for his correction, when his aqnongoy vartneſfs 
miſcarryingmoreignorantly, ſhall ſuffer but a few. #|o 
[t is not a bare profeſſion that makes men really goodbu 
in Gods eſteem : whileſt men have fo littleof Chriſtiagal 
nity,as that they will adventure to maintain,and converiewe 
with their Minions, will be drunk for company, wiltw 
oppreſs and grind the faces of the Poor, and comm 
the like offences. The profeſſion .of Chriſtianity wit 
which they would flatter themſelves into a good andan' 
pleaſant opinion concerning themſelves, doth ſerve tdvo! 
no other purpoſe, then to poſt them more unconcerwar 
nedly to their own deſtruttion. He who obeys Gobw 
fincerely, 1s the perſon who ſecures himſelf from thaPra 
vengeance which will overtake the meer Profeſloperi 
WI 


9) 

re! with a witneſs. St. Petey tells us, It were better for ws = P<t.2.21 
at} not to have known the way of righteouſneſs, then after we 

cy! have known it, to turn from the holy commandment ccli- 

be! vered nnto w. Impicty under a Religious Mask, doth 

h,j ſeal ruine mwrevocably to its Patron. 

ur} 2. Weare now to conſider the Extent of this Duty : 

ud} In all manner of converſation. The Profeſlors of Chri- 


at} ſtianity ſhould take a care thattheir ſeveral behaviours, 


eſs! and in their different capacmies, be rendred comely, by 
us! a ſuitableneſstothar Protefſion they make. | 
he! © The profeſſion of Chriftianity does not only oblige 
the! us to abſtain from thegroſsenormities of them whocan 
 perſwade themlclves to believe it is apriviledge to have 
ety] their Baſtards bend their kneesand ask them blefling; or 
out] of thoſe who waſte their Time and their Eſtates by an 
em| unneceffary continuance in Taverns and Ale-houſes 
nd,] who drink till their heads are ſo diſtempered, that they 
hen|make the very ſtones in the ſtreets become their Þil- 
lows; or of thoſe who Embols every ſentence they 
ſpeak, with a God damn them 5 or who think they can 
ſay but little to the purpoſe, unleſs they can frame cach 
ſyllable (almoſt) to bid their Maker dehance. The pro- 
tellion of Chriſtianity (T ſay) does not onely oblige us 


ent 
4a 
any 


encr 


oodbut alſofrom many of thoſe particulars which be gene- 
{tiaxally accounted trifles, and very pardonable. The more 
rerſeEweprofels, the better we ſhould be in all circumſtances. 
will wiſh heartily that they would better digeſt this truth, 
nmthothink themſelves too good, and tooholy to think 
witlhvell of our Erneliſh Conformity. And that thoſe who 
angancie it too defiling a buſineſs to ſpeak a favourable 
re tyord of our Government , Diſcipline, and Service, 
ncerould learn to be more clear from Diſobedience to the 
Gogwful and warrantable, Religious and commendable 
thaPraſcripts and Inſtitutions of their lawtuland godly Su- 
fefloperioursand Governours; from lying, back-biting,cheat- 
WI C 2 ing, 


to abſtain from theſe, and ſuch prodigious offences ; { 
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[10] 
ing, and what are toogenerally accounted Peccadiloer 
then thoſe who be of the _ aww ph 

Though ſingularity, when rightly applyed, isan 
ſion 28 y A695 —_ foul ſtain be oem reſtrained 
and iſingular deportment properly conſidered, is fo far 
from being any ones blemiſh, that 1t 1s his greateſt glory: 
and beauty. 

Men may be('tis true) anduſually are ſcofted at by a 
generation of Monſters, becauſe their behaviours are 
different from theirs, and by that means more becom- 
ing Chriſtianity. And the prophaneneſs of theſe late | 
Times hath promoted impiety to fuch an height, that a | 
holy converſation, and ſo Religion it ſelf, are made the * 
great, or rather the onely objects for wanton wits to try] © 
their Mettle on. Thoſe whoareſtupid to admiration, when! © 
otherwiſeconcerned, muſt be cried up, and applauded 
forthe moſt ingenuousperſons, and greateſt wits, meer: 

ly becauſe they can curſe, ſwear, and damn; becaulc . 
they can talk obſcenely, and a& irregularly; becauſe F 
they can flirt at Religion, and jear at the regular de- [ 
meanors of them, who have digeſted the principles of * 
Chriſtianity. [6 

All this proceeds from the difſoluteneſs of mens lives 
and their unwillingneſs to be reſtrained and tied up, P 
by the injunctions and rules of what they may 
term a ſevere holineſs. . We are not to regard the ex: al 
travagant and harſh expreſſions of them who haw ** 
byaſled their Judgments by their Humours 3; but wi 
ſhould rather incite our ſclves from thence 'to a wh 
diligent obſervance of what St. Pal faith, when he di ** 
rects us, Whether we eat or drink, or whatever we do, | © 
do all to the glory of God. Nw 

Though I might much enlarge my diſcourſe by 2 
ving an account of what deportments according to th ® 
diverſity of mens conditions, would: moſt approve thet 
picty to God, yetI will confine my ſelf (to prevent te *P 

diouſne 
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er. diouſneſs)and'but briefly mention how we ought more 
eſpecially to demean our ſelves in theſe following inſtan- 
CES, 

ned!) 1+ In ourReligious Exerciſes. 

far! 2+ In our ordinary 1mployments. 

3. In our common converſe. 

| 4. Under the. variety of providential adminiſtra» 

y a flons. | 

are 5- In the general courſe of our lives. 

' 1. An holy aweand reverent reſpect to God and our 
late fouls, ſhould everattend us in our religious affairs ; our 
at 2 greateſt concernedneſs ſhould expreſs 1t ſelf principally 
the On thoſe occaſions-which do -preſent us with the moſt 
| ry convenient opportunities to teſtifie our due reſentment 
hen) 2f Gods favours, and the true value we ſet on our own 
deg better part. 
cer. In the ſeveral particulars im which Religion doth 
auſe branch forth its Exerciſes, we ought to maniteſt ſuch a 
auſe Poſture of Soul, as is correſpondent. For though ho- 

de; lineſs be ever one and the ſame, yet it doth diverlificits 
« of a&s according to the alteration of the perſons condi- 
| tion or duty. 
ves When we addreſs our ſelves-to God by a Religious 
| up. preſenting our Petitions to him, we ought to accompa- 
may "Y our approach with the ren humility and 1elt 
| ex, abaſement, yet with the molt importunate and earneſt. 
hays TEverence. In our entreaties for theſe inferiour matters 
© wi Withthe trueſt ſubmiſſion and reſignation. 
norl In our- Praiſes we muſt principally expreſs our grati- 
4 f tade for ſpiritual bleſſings; and we muſt learntoaſcribe 
them, and all our other enjoyments, to the free good- 
; neſs of him who gave them. 
y j Inhearing the Word, and — on God in his 
4 ki other Ordinances, we mult keep our hearts, thoughts, 
the) and afieftions, within the encloſures our Religion hath 
t td 2ppointed them 3 we ſhould ſtrive ſuitably. to _— 
ine _ 


? 


Fes! 
the deſign of ſuch Inſtitutions. The ſenſe of our wants 
ſhould affet our hearts, the enjoyment of fuch mea 
and advantages ſhould exhilerate our ſpirits. Our de 
fires ſhould be much enlarged after the recent of what] | 
was intended in the appointment, and what is promiſed 
to the right performance. Weſhould treaſure up truths] | 
m our breaſts, and we ſhould intimate the genuine en- " 
tertainment we give them, by the conformity of our} , 
lives to them. b 

2. We ſhould bekave our ſelves in our ordinary im}, 
ployments with a freedom from over-troubleſome and 
diſquieting thoughts and cares. Wemult {trive to ma- Go 
nage our concerns with prudence and diſcretion. We 
muſt keep theſe in a due ſubordination to more noble 
objects. We nuſt ſtrive to abſtam from thoſe miſcar- 
riages,which too commonly attend perſons ſo imployed., 
And we mult learn to make them conduct us to matters}; 
of a ſublimer nature. 

3. In our common converſe. Chriſtianity doth not 
deprive us of our ſociableneſ(s, but whileſt we are in th 
World, we muſt converſe with thoſe who have a 
abodein it as well as we, but let us converſe with what 
ſorts we will, wemuſt not forget our Chriſtianity. 

In our converſe with thoſe who are {wg , we muſt 
mutually endeavour the promotion of grace both in 
our ſelves and them. Our words and actions ſhould 
aim at the glory of God, the honour of our Religion, jf 
and the encouragement of one another to labour for anjq,. 
mereaſe in our Piety. h 

Inourconverfe with them who aremaſltered by work 
qualities, we muſt teſtifie a diſlike of their miſcarria* 
ges by forbearing to imitate them in their miſtakes , byf;. 
a ſeaſonable and rational diſcovery of the obliquity off, 
their aCtions, according to our capacitiesand places. We 
ſhould ſtrive to divert from what is unbeſeeming, by 
fir propoſal of ſomething more convenient, 
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: 4. Under the varicty of providential adminiſtrations. 
le Gods diſpoling of us wto different capacitics, doth call . 
art 1St0 A more | chun compoſure of our ſelves, moſt 
Gd agreeable to ſuch a condition. When we are enriched 

h with blefhings we mult be ſober, temperate, and meek, 
ns merciful, compaſſionate , and tender-hearted towards 
thoſe who are otherwiſe exerciſed. When we lic un- 
UN fer troublcs and calamities, we muſt beware of mur- 
muring and diſtruſt. We ſhould at ſuch times ſtrive 

"to bchave our ſclves with ſo muchEvennels, that others 
nd may have occaflion from thenceto obſerve much of a 
{far ified frame in us. We ſhould be patient, ſubmiſſive, 
and contented. We ſhould learn to cxerciſe more grace, 
and more eminently. ; 

5. In the general courſe of our lives we ſhould a& in- 
flenſively towards all men : fo as not to give them any 
juſt occalion to be diſpleaſed with us. All the paſlages 

four hves ſhould intimate an unwillingne(s to exaſpe- 
ate or provoke any men, unleſs our ns to fin 
e that which will incenſe them. We ſhould be cau- 
ious of injuring others in their Names, Eſtates, or = 
pther ways. We ſhould {trive to be generally good. 
We mult learn to ſet a right eſtimate on godlinels, 1o as 
: ko account it our Great , rather Onely gain. We 
| Nnuſt uſe Creatures with Moderation, and beware more 
uld ſpecially of being enſnared by the over-plentiful ule of 
ON hole things which are good, commendable, and profita- 
Wile, when uſed with a due obſervance of thoſe limits 
hich are conſtituted by Neceflity, Religion, or a lawtul 

Recreation. 

1127 Tſhall now labour to perſwade you who profeſs Chri- 

by ianity to obſerve the Apoltles advice, viz. To be holy in 

f Ol manner of converſation and by urging theſe follow- 

We g conſiderations. 

Y 4 1. How unbeſeeming it is for any men to live unan- 

Un werably to that Profetlion they bare the World in __ 
with. 
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[14] 
with. Mens miſtakes and miſcarriages are moſt noto- 
rious when they diſſent from what they principally pre- 
tend. Should any one who pretends to Limning annex 
very conſiderable blemiſhes to his ſeveral Draughts, hef ne 
might with reaſon be deemed much more fit to adhere to lu 
ſome other pretenſion. Such an one _— (indeed) be} ar 
accompliſhed to flouriſh at random with good Pencils, Iy 
but 't1s pity heſhould be reckoned amongſt them who are 
their Crafts-maſters. ye 
When we profels to delineate Chriſt, and to give (asgE! 
it were) a viſble draught of the Goſpel by ourlives, 1s itito 
not very unhandſome that our ations ſhould onely rein 
preſent the deformities of Satan, or that our demeanoury fri 
{hould manifeſt nothing, or at moſt, what is but little bet4ve 
ter then the obliquitics of Hell 2 Our outward behasfe 
viours ſhould be fo ordered that men may have good 
reaſon from thence to conclude well of our more ecret(ti 
principles. | W 
Whileſt we pretend to be inſtructed by the worthieſter 
Maſter, and to be Profelytes to the moſt holy Inſtituzyc 
ions, {o long as we profeſs to imitate the beſt Preſident bi 
and certifie the World that we have the moſt fatisfactc 
ry encouragements to the practice of our duties, as welG 
asthe moſt forcible Arguments to confirm our belicf, w{m 
are concerned to live in a more exemplary and innocentſte 
manner then they who pretend no fuch things. Whyth 
do you not inform the World that you are Heathens, « 
Atheiſts, rather then Chriſtians, it you reſolve that yo by 
pradticesand Ives ſhall be no better then theirs ? ou 
That man is as 1ll ſhaped as may be, to pretend Alldln 
glance to an earthly Soveraign, who by his freque 
Confpiracies, and his manifold atts of Rebellion dotno 
manifeſt adiſreſpect to his Perſon, and a contempt of hith 
authority, whoever he be that is intemperate, oruncleafoy 
covetous or malitious, proud or —_—_— under 


Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith, is as really difreſpe&ti 


[15] 
to/ his Creator, as he is to his Soveraign, who merits the 
5-1 ſevereſt penalties due to a Rebel. 
e-] It is a diſparagement beyond parallel to a Profeſſor 
x} of Chriſtianity, to have ittruly ſaid of him that he makes 
hef no conſcience of his dealings; that he is maſtered by his 
to] luſts, that he is guided and governed by his paſſions; 
be] and that he makes no moreuſeof his Religion then meer- 
ls,} ly to ſerve his ſelfiſh defigns by it. 
re! 2. What an affront you offer Chriſt, what contempt 
you ſhew to the Goſpel, and what occaſion you give the 
(as| Enemies of the Goſpel to perſiſt in their enmity to it, and 
$ 1t|to open their mouths in derifion of it, if you be not holy 
re-inall manner of converſation ? Chriſt hath ſuffered moſt 
urs from his counterteited friends, and Religion hath recei- 
zetdved the deepeſt wounds from the bad Eves of its Pro- 
has fefſors. 
20d! The miſdemeanours of them who have born the Chri- 
cret{tan name , have writ Impoſtor on the Saviour of the 
'World; and as long as you profeſs Chriſtianity without 
neſt endeavouring to be holy in all manner of converſation , 
titu you do no leſs then approve that Inſcription, by ſubſcri- 
ent your own names to it. 
xCtc hoever he be who believes the Doctrines of the 
welGoſpel as he ought, can never a with an equal diſagree- 
f, whment to them, with thoſe who neither aſlent to the Exi- 
xceriſtence of a Deity, nor the truth of a future Eſtate. For 
Whythe found and rational belief of thoſe things, would en- 
ns, gage the affections and all the powers of the ſoul, both 
youby virtue of the intrinfick lovelineſs of the Objects of 
our Faith, and the tranſcendent worth and merits of the 
Alldlnſtitutor of our Creed. 
que Malice it ſelf, were it ſtretched to the height, could 
 dofſnot find'out a moreuntoward way to affront our Saviour, 
of tithen to profeſs his Faith , and then ſpit in his Face ; to 
cleajown his Goſpel in our words, and then to term it a Ro- 
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mantick pay” by our lives. It were much better (think) 
for men to ſpeak qut, and tell the World plainly, tha 
they judge him a Cheat ,- andall his Dodtrines the idle 
Fanſies of an addle brain, then by their words to own 
him for their King, and preſently to recreate themlelves 
in rebelling agamlt him. 

How greatly may we be amazed to hear men make a 
very commendable Confeſſion of their Faith in Church, 
and preſently ſee them hve at ſuch a rate, as to invite the 
very Turks and Heathens to dart forth their inveCtives 

TENEE againſt our Religion, becauſe.of their prophaneneſs? 

= op ay In what manner ought we to reſent the Infidels tellin 

Chriſtianson the World that they would become Chriſtians, would 

rs manner, thoſe who profeſs Chriſtianity live bettEr then they 

EX69y0 - _ ge 

«Yue, we 3, How great the danger is which you incur, if you do: 


b 
Cir NwrT's ot meaſure your lives by your Profeflion? Others may ; 
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gigew, x27" 5- will fwim to Hell and deſtruftion in nothing but the P 
CEL bloud of Jeſus. | | 4 
= If there can be an addition to ſorrow and miſery a ,- 


"3 iroy _ | ; 
; monegſt the tormented , ſurely he muſt have it for hi; 
Faſt Mart, = who has lived a wicked life, under manifold obli) © 
Pram TYP cations tothe contrary, and his own. acknowledgmen 
of them. Toadt againſt forcible ingagements, and in op 
poſition to acknowledgments, doth as well expoſe to , 
more Ree puniſhment, as it doth render mexculable for th 
the fact. | 

The profeſied Enemies of the Goſpel may eſcape more ' 

ealily. then thoſe who have made it their buſineſs to ſtab; 
the common Saviour under a pretence of reſpect ; fe oe 
treachery doth always augment the crime. of. 
It were better you had been amongſt them who we it 
pirated in Sodowand Gomorrab,or that you had belched,,; 
rth, Cracifie him, Crutifie him, amongſt the Jews , " dre 
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.did it ignorantly, or that for the preſent you were Hea- 
11 thens and Infidels, then to be Chriſtians in name and no 
more: Becauſe the aggravating circumſtances which now 
increaſe the offence, could not have concurred to heigh- 
'] ten the guiltz and conſequently Juſtice would take care 
} that the ſentence ſhould abate the extream rigour of 
©© the puniſhment. 
cl, 4. How ready thoſe who are prophane and debauched 
el be, to beunholy in all their converſes, and this without 
Gal any obligation at all > The propenſity of a different fort 
5*! todifferent ations and behaviours, {hould be a ſtrong 
ng erſwafive to them who have the advantage on their 
fide. Should you diſcern any one ſo inconſiderate, as 
Y! to throw away his Eſtate with pleaſure and ſpeed, and 
q by that means ruine himſelf, could yon not with eaſe ar- 
gue your {elvesinto ſuch'an humour as might diſpoſe you 
to ſeek after the improvement of your own fortunes with 
a more notable pleaſantneſs? And whence 1s it that when 
you obſerve others taking much pains to get their final 
| confuſion ratified, you do not perſwade your ſelves to be 
Y 7 more concerned to gain a greater certainty of your 
1 own latety..-: - | 
lt? Can others prevail with their mouths to belch forth 
cINy Oaths and Curles, canthey- even fall on their knees and 
OP? wiſh they may be damned, that Satan may take them, and 
tf that Hell may ſwallow them up before their time? Can 
e100 they lie and cheat, murder and commit adultery > Can 
they ſlander and defame?. Can they work all forts of 
no? wickedneſs with greedineſs, - and - accompliſh diligent 
\[tal ſearches for to find out fin? and have no obligation or 
» **Iincouragement to theſe things, unleſs it be the pleaſure 
of; being denied happineſs, and excluded Heaven, 'unle(s 
t be the Recreation:they ſhall rake in refleCtmg on the 
Itoil they have put themſelves to, to'gain the very'next 
refidencesto the Prince of Devils? and cannot you per- 
D 2 {wade 
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[18] 
{wade your ſelves to be aftive accord 
which will dire&t you to a much better 
ſemble your God. | 

3- The Text does certifie us in the laſt place, at 
what degree of holineſs we ought to atm. As he whi 
hath called ws is boly. 

The Apoſtle doth not mean that we ſhould dream} ® 
of -an abſohate, eſſential, independent, and infinite ho 
lineſs ; but that we ſhould conſtantly aim at higherars! Y* 
tatnments in a derivative holineſs, and that we ſhoule 
bethriving in our ſpiritual eſtate. We are called on to th 
add one grace to another, till we be made perfect.” nd! 
St. Paul perſwades the Corinthians to perfect holineſs in/*f 
the fear of God. We muſt not-takeupour reſt at ſome!®? 
lower degrees, for (to uſe the Apoliles words) we / (1 
vot perfe# men in Chriſt, at our firſt ſmaterings in Reli "t | 

ON. 

If holineſs be worth our pains and endeavours at bog 


ing to thoſe ruſe 
ulue? vis. to re 
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then the more holineſs is without doubt more worthy," 
For additional degrees of what is'vahuable or defirable; b 
do merit an increaſe of our. induſtry. ' - | 
ag e719 oy. in Holineſs does bring us more-nigh Ro 
our primitive happineſs. | £ - 

This makes us more to reſemble the Divine Purityt 
Thus {ets our hearts and our fouls at liberty from their 
Slavery to Sin, and their inthraldom to Satan. ' 

Fhis preſerves us from thoſe Relapfes and Detlines© 
in which otherwiſe we ſhould be enſhared. 5 

And'/thisbecomes aconvictive Argument, to aſtareu! 
of, and anexcellent help to confirm us in the certamty!!® 
of our being Holy. 

How vigorouſly ought we to apply our ſelves to th nd 
obſervance of what concerns us fo' much as this advice, ; 
of the Apoſtle doth > i 

Muſt we preſently give up the ghoſt 2 muſt we fuds 
| denl 


[19] 
fd denly have our laſt breath toſſed to and again in the 
re empty Air? or muſt we forth-withapproach the Friby- 
nal of God, that there might be a ſurvey of our lives? 
4 Can we think we ſhould tind any cauſe to complain of 
þ;4\ our ſtriving to begood ? | 
Were we but to be exerciſed with ſome of Satans 
4a MOre rough aflaults, could we fanſite our ſelves injurious 
+ 410 our ſaves, becauſe we had not given him thoſe ad- 
yantages againſt us whichhe ſought ? 
1g! When we refle&t on our lives, can it be our trouble 
1 +) that we can {pie but few flaws in our ou converſation? 
ng! May not the increaſe of our bliſs perſwade us to ſtrive 
z injafter an eminency in Holineſs? It there be degrees of 
a happineſs in the pom of God, heis thelikelieft perſon 
(I ſuppoſe) to be moſt glorious and happy hereafter, 
e1;;/who is molt holy here 3 and he cannot un reaſon be 
' hudged the leaſt happy atpreſent. 
"my Let us therefore have our ſouls over-aw'd by the di- 
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thy ine Majeſty, and let us frequently renew in our ſelves 
bſeſtheſenſe an belief of Gods purity and omniſcience. 

? Letus ſtudy the life, and TJabbut. to have our hearts 
\ {affected with the ſufferings of Chriſt. 
+ | Let us keep our eye connſtantly on the demeanour 
5eyf him, who cameto be an example forour lives, as well 
nas a propitiation for our fins. 

Let us converſe much with our duties, and take 
inedeed of Cloyſtering up the Commands of our Re- 
10N. 

a To us not approach too nigh the borders of Sin , 
jor be too free with our Chriſtian liberty. 
Let us be readier to amend faults in our ſelves, than 
+0 ſpice them m others. 
vice, Let us frequently and fervently implore Divine 
fſliſtance to help us to an I in grace, 
rd And let it be one great buſineſs of our hves tho- 
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* rovghlyico digeſt Divine Truths, and effeltually to.preſ 
our ſelves to the obſervance- of them in our ſeveral. ca- 
pacities. _ 

By thus doing we may attain to anſwer the Apoſtle 
deſi ign, we ſhall be Holy in all manner of Converſa- 


tion, 


| Which God of his infinite mercy grant, for the me- 


rits of the Holy JE Su $ : To whom with the Fa 
my ah 


